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Regarding “Medicolegal implications of board
certification”
The American Board of Surgery (ABS) offers certificates in
Surgery, Pediatric Surgery, Vascular Surgery, Surgical Critical
Care, and Surgery of the Hand. Specific training and case experi-
ence is required to define eligibility for each, and all candidates are
required to pass written cognitive examinations. For the first three
specialties, candidates are also required to pass an oral examination.
At the successful conclusion of this process the candidate is de-
clared “Certified in [the respective specialty] by the American
Board of Surgery” and receives a time-limited certificate.
Certificates awarded to diplomates in Surgery, Vascular Sur-
gery, Pediatric Surgery, Surgical Critical Care, or Surgery of the
Hand all have exactly the same language. Once obtained, there is
no distinction between the validity of any of the certificates, and no
differences in describing diplomates who hold these certificates.
They are uniformly described by the ABS as “Certified in General
Surgery,” “Certified in Vascular Surgery,” “Certified in Pediatric
Surgery,” and so on. The old terminology, ie, “Certificate of
Added Qualifications” or “Certificate of Special Qualifications,”
was abandoned in 1995 by the American Board of Medical Spe-
cialties (ABMS) and the ABS.
Certification in Vascular Surgery is supervised by the Vascular
Surgery Board of the American Board of Surgery (VSB-ABS),
which was formed in 1998. Its membership consists of the ABS
Director, appointed by the Joint Council of the Vascular Societies,
and the ABS Director, appointed by the Association of Program
Directors in Vascular Surgery (APDVS). There are three additional
members, one each from the Society for Vascular Surgery, the
American Association for Vascular Surgery, and the APDVS. The
two Directors alternate 3-year terms as VSB-ABS Chair. Thus the
VSB-ABS is fully chosen by the vascular surgery community, and it
fulfills all functions of an ABMS board.
On the basis of these facts, we believe plaintiff’s affidavits cited
byDr Brown are patently incorrect: diplomates in Vascular Surgery
are “Board Certified Vascular Surgeons.” We are also quite sure
that no plaintiff’s attorney’s office ever was told by a “vascular
coordinator” or anyone else on the ABS staff the statements
described. Finally, the term “fellowship” is an incorrect description
of vascular surgery training. It is officially described by the Accred-
itation Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME) and
the Residency Review Committee for Surgery as a “residency” in
Vascular Surgery, and is therefore not differentiated from training
in Surgery. The term “fellowship” is generally applied to programs
that do not have official ACGME recognition.
We appreciate the opportunity to clarify the precise nomen-
clature and status of “Board Certification in Vascular Surgery.”We
hope that this clarification will answer any future medicolegal
questions that arise about the appropriateness of an expert witness.
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